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JAMES PRICE POINT — NATIVE TITLE AGREEMENTS 
Statement by Premier 

MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [2.01 pm]: I am pleased to advise that the state has completed the 
acquisition of the land near James Price Point, 60 kilometres north of Broome. The acquisition of this land is a 
significant step towards the establishment of the Browse natural gas precinct as a project-ready strategic site with 
the required planning and regulatory framework in place. It has taken a substantial effort over the past five years 
to reach today’s milestone. I wish to thank the traditional owners for their courage in working with the 
government to secure this agreement and its associated social and economic benefits. Under the native tittle 
agreements reached with the Goolarabooloo Jabirr Jabirr native title claimant group in June 2011, the completion 
of the land acquisition has triggered the immediate payment of $10 million to an economic development fund 
and a further $20 million payment to an Indigenous housing fund. This money will be held in trust, with the 
agreement of the claimants, until native title is determined. 

The government remains committed to the establishment of the precinct as this remains the best opportunity to 
achieve efficient land-based development for natural gas, secure opportunities associated with the development 
of the nearby offshore Browse Basin and onshore Canning Basin gas fields, and deliver social and economic 
benefits to Indigenous people in the region. The decision earlier this year by Woodside and its joint venture 
partners not to proceed with their original proposal was disappointing. However, this precinct is not dependent 
on any one project or any one company. The region contains world-class gas resources, and there is interest in a 
suitable site for a gas processing precinct and associated activities in the Kimberley. 

The government is honouring its commitments to the people of the Kimberley. These commitments, targeting 
specific areas of disadvantage, will benefit the local traditional owners in the near term, with further benefits 
delivered once a project proponent has been secured. 
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